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Places to go and things to do on 
the waterways in January

        on thecutThe Caldon Canal
£50 winner
The August issue of WW included a detailed guide on the 
Caldon Canal and we found the canal to be everything that 
the article suggested – and more. We did the Leek Branch 
fi rst then back to Hazelhurst Junction and on to Froghall. 
We joined the Churnet at Oakmeadow Ford Lock and 
travelled on through this gorgeous valley.
 Consall Forge is idyllic. The river peels off, leaving the 
canal to proceed beside the Churnet Valley Railway, 
overlooked by the Black Lion. We went over the canal, 
across the railway track, up the front garden and into the 
pub, which held many surprises. Firstly, a warm welcome 
from the landlord. Is that a Black Country accent? Yes, the 
pub changed hands in July last year and our hosts came 
from the Black Country. They are intent on pleasing their 
customers and we were certainly impressed. There is a 
comprehensive selection of real ales and ciders and food 
all day – a traditional and a specials menu, together with 
lighter options. But they didn’t look like light meals! The 
Sunday roasts were all very reasonably priced.
 The Black Lion has recently been redecorated and work 
continues to tidy up and restore the outbuildings. Custom 
comes mainly from walkers, visitors to the Churnet Valley 
railway and boaters. We certainly plan a return visit to the 
Caldon Canal – and to the Black Lion.

  More info: 01782 550294
PETER OAKDEN

via e-mail

Should you happen to be in the vicinity of Cheddleton on 
Saturday 29th January, then you may be tempted to enjoy 
a spectacular night out – courtesy of the Churnet Valley 
Railway who are holding a special Burns Night celebration. 
For £40 per person, including train travel on the preserved 
steam railway, you can enjoy an evening of ‘All things 
North of the Border’ to commemorate the birthday of 
the inimitable Scottish bard Robert Burns. Treats in store 
include cock-a-leekie soup, haggis with neeps and tatties, 
Scottish cranachan with raspberries and whisky, plus 
bagpipes and poetry recitals. Pre-booking is essential.

   More info: 01538 360522
www.churnet-valley-railway.co.uk

GoodGrub Purton Hulks 
Slide Shows
A guided tour through the 
remains of the Purton Hulks (see 
July 2008 ‘On the Cut’) is taking 
place on 18th January starting at 
1pm. Led by marine historian 
L. P. Barnett, the tour starts 
from Purton Lower Bridge at 
1pm. The cost is £3 per person 
(minimum), with proceeds 
going to Severn Area Rescue 
Association.
 Two slide show presentations 
– ‘Fore & Aft’ and ‘Lydney’s 
Lost Fleet’ – are also available 
for booking upon request. Both 
detail the long abandoned hulks 
of the Severn estuary.
    
   

More info: 07833 143231
e-mail Barnadillo@aol.com
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